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LIFRC

Riitea Rl Satastia
SOME IMPRESSIONS OF JOETSU-SHI

| visited Joatsu-shj for the firgt time thrae years ago
and then again in Becember (2000) when | paitioi-

pated in the opening ot my frignd's, Yuko Seki's

new architectural office, Both limes | was very
pleased to find well presarved urban areas and tra-
ditional townscape that still ‘exist in this town
Espacially | was amazed by the arcaded sireels
and the special type of machiva design thal is typi-
cal for Joatsu-shi, Also Yuka's new offica is situated
in ona of those old machiyas;

It sesms, thal in Joetsu-shi you. ware able to keep
this unique averyday heritage still alive; a fask that
has been so hopalessly dilficult iniKyoto. | really
wish « (it you have not yet done it} - that tha city
planning authorliies bacome fully sware of the
worth of this urban haritage and taka every efiort to
ansure it survival and protecticn for the ganera-
tions to come:

Arthier (hing that | especially anjoyed in Jostsu-shi
wera the beaulifully lantdscaped gresn areas such
as {he riverbank walk, the area around the caslle

pondand algo, the beauty of he-surmunding land-
scape lisell, It |s wonderll that the ity is still kept
almos! Intact of high rise bulldings that would
destroy the arigingl hacmony that exists belween
the city and the surrouiding moumain landscape.

My third archifectural experience i5 a lile bil diffsr-
ent in scale but not fess valuable. | stayed |n a tradi-
tional type Japansse style ryokan, Cholyoukan,
near the rallway stalion This is a wooden sirucliie
Bulll in a traditional style with a lovely garden
around, To my greal surprise, all the large frees In
tha garden wera supporied by bamboo polés to
maka them strong enough against haavy snow.
Although | mysell coma from a very Noerhem coup-
try stich gs. Finland, | was surprised to find this dei-
cale gardening technlgue that showed &n much
cancem for treas, and was aesthatically so pleasad
that it was like anart work fisall! The hostess of the
ryakan, an elterly lady, toid that It is very costly and
burdensome to keep this tradiion alive.

In the evening | enjoyed a {radilional Japanesa
bath, thal was cannectod to the garden view
fhrough a large landscape windaw. Is it not this kind
of elegance thal we Europsans so much admira in
Japan and in the iradilicnal Japanesa archilecture?
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