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The statue of two dancing celestial maidens, known as Tennyo in Japanese

Buddhism [k, literally: heavenly women], have cherry blossom and eucalyptus hair
ornaments symbolizing the peace and friendship between Japan and Australia.

BR () : FREF®R BE (F@) | HEOKRAR
BEQYVRILTESHZINSDRIE. LEHHEORLIR - AR (5hHLTOL)TAILKDRIFENE LT,

Photo (back): the Statues of Peace and Friendship Photo(front): The Statue of the Wave Traveler
These statues, which act as symbols of the peace memorial park, were created by Mr. Tetsuji Okamoto, a sculptor from Joetsu City.



FHEI N
THE PEACE
MEMORIAL PARK

AN AR S R

7(?35@5%0)@%{& IET(DL%_FEL/L%HJE( EAI
%@ﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬁ?és ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁpﬁﬁ‘?ﬁUi Ef- R %
BRIRBICH 112 NASINTWA—ZASUTRE

FAIEA 3
ﬁ}%mkt)‘t CELIZED. BE. Be CHikIL 2 & < £
/,\djE:FU'CW@FﬁL_ifJ(V)T U7‘* EIZIKAH"&E SANHIBEL T
Lﬁ”éﬂét(\’)\ %bt\ﬂj%$b\ﬁu ’DTL\ai—d_o
,.,\);?J B A . KRNDFERFEE 7 5 ST=ts

iﬁ)s%l&@)ﬂﬁb‘aﬁ SIS, MREEMD B AL, FER T &

During the Pacific War, a prisoner of war camp was used in the
Naoetsu district of Joetsu City to intern Allied prisoners. The camp,
known at the time as “Tokyo No.4 Branch POW Camp (Naoetsu)”
was built in December 1942. During the years the camp interned
Allied prisoners, due to the poor conditions, 60 Australian soldiers
died in the camp under tragic circumstances. After the war, eight
Japanese staff members were sentenced to death at the Yokohama
Trials for Class B and C and were executed for their role in the
terrible treatment of the prisoners.

In 1995, the Peace Memorial Park was constructed on the former
site of the Tokyo No.4 Branch POW Camp (Naoetsu), through the

united efforts of dedicated Joetsu citizens and the municipal
government. The purpose of the Peace Memorial Park was to pass
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The two cenotaphs were erected in memory of the fallen Austra-
lian soldiers and Japanese camp staff.

The plague on the cenotaph for the deceased Australian soldiers
was entrusted to Joetsu City by Mr. Frank Hole, an Australian
ex-POW, at the memorial service in 1988. His wish was that the
plaque be embedded in a monument, if there was ever an opportuni-
ty to create one, at the site. The plaque reads: THIS RESERVE IS
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on the memories of the tragedy for posterity and pledge peace and
friendship for the future.

In the park there are the Statues of Peace and Friendship, a monu-
ment of the POW camp site, cenotaphs for the fallen Australian
soldiers and Japanese camp staff, and the Statue of the Wave
Traveler. Also, in the hopes of promoting peace and friendship,
there are several kinds of trees planted. These include an
A-bombed Chinese parasol tree from Hiroshima which was planted
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Anti-Nuclear City of
Peace and Friendship Declaration; as well as another A-bombed
camphor tree from Nagasaki for the 20th anniversary. There are
also some eucalyptus gum trees and a cherry tree to represent the
ongoing peace and friendship between Australia and Japan.

THE TWO CENOTAPHS
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COMMANDING OFFICER 2/20 AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTAL-
ION AND 59 SOLDIERS WHO DIED AT NAOETSU 1942-1945 “WE
WILL REMEMBER THEM."
On the cenotaph for the Japanese camp staff are engraved the
words “Eight Stars in the Peaceful Sky" , representing the eight
Japanese camp staff executed after the war, in order to convey to

future generations, the pledge to never repeat such tragedies and
to continue to pray for lasting peace.

ASSIATTIR RS0 AR
The cenotaph for the
POW camp staff
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A THECSNEEREE  The Peace Memorial Park Museum

The Peace Memorial Park Museum located within the grounds of
the park, opened in 2000. The museum is operated with the support
of the Japan-Australia Society of Joetsu (JASJ), with the aim to
enable visitors to learn about the tragedy of the Tokyo No.4 Branch
POW Camp and the importance of peace.

Exhibition rooms are located on both the first and the second floors
of the museum, where visitors can view wartime artifacts and
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Exhibition Room No.1 on the second floor of the museum holds materi-
als about Japan's POW camps, and Naoetsu's later international
exchanges with Australia. In addition to the information panels,
visitors can view war-related materials from Joetsu City, including
belongings of deceased camp staff, tableware actually used at the
camp, fragments of bombs from the Naoetsu air raid, and a replica of a
mine fragment from the Nadachi mine explosion incident. (cf.1)

Exhibition Room No.2 on the first floor displays information panels
which focus on the international exchange activities after the comple-
tion of the Peace Memorial Park.

The museum also functions as a place for peace studies, especially
for Japanese elementary school children and junior high school
students.

A video about the Peace Memorial Park and the Museum is also
available for viewing upon request.
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panels created by JASJ about the camp as
well as other related topics such as the
history of the Peace Memorial Park and
Museum.

Welcoming visitors to the entrance of the
museum is a statue of a koala, to symbolize
our friendship with Australia.

ACRZED K 59 Exhibition rooms

(cf.1) During the postwar period, on March 30, 1949, an unexplod-

ST O Eﬁ%?T@ﬁﬁéﬂf‘T%ﬁ%aﬁﬁ /)IL*LT%%I%% ed mine drifted into a fishing port in Nadachi Ward, Joetsu City
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(formerly Nadachi Town). The mine exploded and tragically killed

63 people.
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NAOETSU POW CAMP
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After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the Japanese military
captured Allied soldiers throughout Asia, and transferred some of
them to POW camps located throughout Japan using them as labor,
due to shortages in the labor workforce.

Three hundred Australian soldiers were housed in the Naoetsu
POW Camp (Tokyo No.4 Branch POW Camp), which opened in
December 1942. The prisoners were forced to work in nearby
factories and companies. A facility in a factory near Naoetsu Port
was used as a temporary camp for several months until a warehouse
was eventually converted into the main building at the camp.

Many of the prisoners were in poor health from the beginning of
their internment. Sixty prisoners died due to the effects of hard
labor, hunger, and severe cold. Most of them died during the winter

AETHEREIAFTCOMZ A morning assembly at the Naoetsu POW Camp
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A drawing of the Naoetsu POW Camp by Koichi Inomata
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between 1943 and 1944. Following this tragedy, the conditions of
the camp and workplaces were improved. Prior to the end of the
war, the camp housed approximately seven hundred POWs, includ-
ing American, British, and Dutch soldiers, in addition to the Austra-
lian soldiers already housed there.

After the war at the Yokohama Trials, fifteen camp staff members
were found guilty of war crimes, with eight staff members being
executed. These members left heart-wrenching letters to their
families and loved ones. The Japanese government acknowledged
that these staff members died in the course of public duty and
treated them in the same way as the war dead were, including
pensions for their families.
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A Christmas party at the Naoetsu POW Camp (BRI TH EHlEA)

“Among the dead, there are
neither enemies nor allies.”

The above quote is from Priest Enri Fujito of
- Kakushinji Temple which is located near the
camp. Priest Enri stated that “among the
dead, there are neither enemies nor allies”

when he accepted the cremated remains of
Australian soldiers who had died at the camp.
Other temples would not accept enemy ashes
but Priest Enri did, placing them in the main
hall of his temple. In the grounds of the temple,
a monument to praise Priest Enri is erected,

AT ESFO A
The stone monument
at Kakushinji Temple
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with the epitaph depicting his important words.

ITragedies of the War
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This line was from 7he Instructions for the Battlefield [ Senjinkun
gkfEZ)N], which was issued to, and indoctrinated into, Japanese
soldiers. According to this wartime military code, being held as a
prisoner of war was considered shameful not only for soldiers, but
also for their relatives and hometowns. Therefore, there was an
expectation that they should die rather than live as prisoners. For
those who became captives, some used false names to conceal
their identities while others committed suicide if given the chance.

The No. 12 Prisoner of War Compound in Cowra, Australia, was
managed in compliance with the Geneva Convention (an interna-
tional treaty designed to protect POWSs). The Japanese prisoners
there lived in relative comfort, but their hearts and minds were
never at peace because they felt obliged to abide by the instruc-
tions within their military code.

When the camp was at capacity it was decided that some
Japanese prisoners were to be transferred to another camp. Upon
hearing this order, the Japanese soldiers decided to use this as

A7 STiHANE M  The Japanese War Cemetery in Cowra
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COWRA BREAKOUT
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Do you know about the breakout incident carried out by a

group of Japanese POWs in Australia? Why-did they attempt
that tragic escape?

“A soldier should never suffer the disgrace of being captured alive.”
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their last opportunity to make a desperate attack in accordance
with their military code of honor.

Just before two o’clock in the morning on August b, 1944, a bugle
sounded and up to 1,000 Japanese POWs commenced the break-
out. The number of casualties among the Japanese POWs was 234
with 108 injured. Four Australian soldiers died as a direct result of
the breakout.

The Japanese soldiers who died in the incident are buried in the
Japanese War Cemetery which was built in 1964. Memorial
services have been held at the cemetery every year since then.
Some soldiers never revealed their real names, and therefore their
relatives cannot identify the graves of their lost loved ones.

We should keep in mind that such a tragedy happened in a distant
country far across the Pacific. We recognize that the citizens of
Cowra have treated the deceased lost during this tragic war with
respect.
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REALIZATION OF
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Mr. Mudie, an Australian ex-POW, heard about a campaign to
establish a peace memorial park and visited Joetsu City with
Australian TV reporters on July 10, 1995.

At the reception party, Mr. Mudie shook hands in reconciliation
with the bereaved family members of the camp staff sentenced to
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Finally, the Peace Memorial Park was completed on October 8,
1995. The opening ceremony was attended by Australian ex-POWs,
their relatives, and many citizens of Joetsu.

The ceremony included the unveiling ceremonies of the cenotaph
for the eight camp staff members, the cenotaph for the 60 Austra-

“The handshake of the century”

THE HANDSHAKE OF THE CENTURY
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death in the postwar trials. He offered his hand to them with a
sympathetic look, and they shook hands firmly. In silence, they
reflected on how much had happened to them for the past b0 years.
It was truly the handshake of the century.

THE COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY
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lian POWs, and the Statues of Peace and Friendship.
Mr. Mudie’s speech made a great impression on the people present:
“If our hearts are full of love, there will be no room for thoughts of
war.”

A ATV T EHEE %@%&ﬁ% JEI%  Australian ex-POWs, their families, and bereaved families
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ber, 2005.
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The Council to Erect the Statues of Peace and Friendship, an
organization formed by Joetsu citizens, cultivated friendship with
Australian ex-POWs and devoted itself to the establishment of the
park. After the completion of the park, it was dissolved to form a
new organization, the Japan-Australia Society of Joetsu (JASJ).
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Joetsu and Cowra concluded “the Peace and Friendship Agree-
ment” in 2003.

The agreement was realized through exchanges between JASJ
and its Australian counterparts, as well as exchanges between
citizens hoping for world peace in the two cities. The purpose of it
is to further promote mutual understanding and peace and friend-

The Japan-Australia Society of Joetsu (JASJ)
A bridge of peace and friendship
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JASJ works on activities such as passing on the tragedy of the
Naoetsu POW Camp and associating with bereaved families of
Australian ex-POWs and guests from abroad. They also hold peace

lectures at elementary schools and junior high schools as well as
local communities in and around the city.

B JASJ's Activities

1.Gathering of Peace
Every August, a gathering for peace ceremony is conducted to
remember the tragedy of the Naoetsu POW Camp. Here, we pray
for a peaceful state of rest for the deceased and send out a
message of friendship and lasting peace to the world.

2.Peace and Friendship Exchanges, predominantly
with Australia

3.Peace lectures for children

4.Guiding visitors around the Peace Memorial Park
and the Museum

5.Management of the Peace Memorial Park Production
and maintenance of exhibits in the Museum

|[#3 | |Japan-Australia Society of Joetsu ||click

Strengthening the Friendship Ties with Cowra
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ship relations between Joetsu and Cowra.

Joetsu City has expanded the circle of peace and friendship
through various administrative and private exchanges, such as
sending junior high and high school students to Cowra for peace
studies. We will continue to engage in various programs with the
hope for world peace.
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Anti-Nuclear City of Peace and Friendship Declaration
Our city of Joetsu is rich in history and culture and has flourished within beautiful natural surroundings.
We believe that our mission as citizens of Joetsu is to preserve our hometown and
to create a prosperous society where all citizens can lead fulfilling lives.
As something which undermines the very foundations of our society, as well as posing a threat to the
global environment and worldwide peace, we cannot accept the use or testing of nuclear weapons.
As citizens of the only country in the world that has been the victim of an atomic bomb explosion, we
demand the immediate abolition of every nuclear weapon in all countries, and the establishment of an
everlasting peace.
With these aims, while furthering sister city relationships and expanding the circle of international
communication from Joetsu City to strengthen the bonds of friendship with people throughout the
world, we will strive to promote mutual prosperity.
On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War, our city of Joetsu has
renewed its resolution to pursue peace and hereby proclaims itself an Anti-Nuclear City of Peace and
Friendship.
Joetsu City
(Declared on December 20,1995)

\( OFR 7 i FRIR L) IIRET8-9

Address : 8-9 Kawaramachi,Joetsu City
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